AMERICAN WAR DOCUMENTS 
The President’s Address of October 12 


The following is the text of President 
Roosevelt’s radio address of October 
12, 1942: 

My FEttow AMERICANS: 

As you know, I have recently 
come back from a trip of inspection 
of camps and training stations and 
war factories. 

The main thing that I observed 
on this trip is not exactly news. It 
is the plain fact that the American 
people are united as never before in 
their determination to do a job and 
to do it well. 

This whole nation of 130,000,000 
free men and women and children 
is becoming one great fighting force. 
Some of us are soldiers or sailors, 
some of us are civilians. 

Some of us are fighting the war 
in airplanes five miles ahove the con- 
tinent of Europe or the islands of the 
Pacific, and some of us are fighting 
it in mines deep down in the earth 
of Pennsylvania or Montana. A 
few of us are decorated with medals 
for heroic achievement, but all of us 
can have that deep and permanent 
inner satisfaction that comes from 
doing the best we know how—each 
of us playing an honorable part in 
the great struggle to save our demo- 
cratic civilization. 

Whatever our individual circum- 
stances or opportunities, we are all 
in it, and our spirit is good; and we 
Americans and our allies are going 
to win—and don’t let any one tell 
vou anything different. 

That is the main thing that T saw 
on my trip around the country—un- 
heatable spirit. If the leaders of Ger- 
many and Japan could have come 
along with me and had seen what I 
saw, they would agree with my con- 
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clusions. Unfortunately, they were un- 
able to make the trip with me. And 


that is one reason why we are carry- 


ing our war effort overseas—to them. 

With every passing week the war 
increases in scope and intensity. That 
is true in Europe, in Africa, in Asia, 
and on all the seas. 

The strength of the United Na- 
tions is on the up grade in this war. 
The Axis leaders, on the other hand, 
know by now that they have already 
reached their full strength, and that 
their steadily mounting losses in men 
and material cannot be fully replaced. 
Germany and Japan are already re- 
alizing what the inevitable result 
will be when the total strength of 
the United Nations hits them—at 
additional places on the  earth’s 
surface, 

One of the principal weapons of 
our enemies in the past has been 
their use of what is called “the war 
of nerves.” They have spread false- 
hood and terror; they have started 
fifth columns everywhere; they have 
duped the innocent; they have fo- 
mented suspicion and hate between 
neighbors; they have aided and abet- 
ted those people in other nations— 
even our own—whose words and 
deeds are advertised from Berlin and 
Tokyo as proof of disunity. 

The greatest defense against all 
such propaganda is the common 
sense of the common people—and 
that defense is prevailing. 

The “war of nerves” against the 
United Nations is now turning into 
a boomerang. For the first time, the 
Nazi propaganda machine is on the 
defensive. They begin to apologize to 
their own people for the repulse of 
their vast forces at Stalingrad, and 
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